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1. WHAT IS A DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCIL (DEC)?
International Business Leaders Helping Local Companies Export Since 1973
District Export Councils (DECs) are organizations of business leaders from local communities, appointed by a
sitting U.S. Secretary of Commerce, whose knowledge of and expertise in international business provides a
source of professional advice for their region’s local firms. Closely affiliated with the U.S. Department of
Commerce, International Trade Administration’s, U.S. Commercial Service, 61 DECs across the country with
approximately 1,5000 members, support the U.S. Government’s export promotion efforts.
In addition, DECs play a major role in the planning and coordination of export activities for their communities. As a
lead organization serving the international business community, DECs have the capacity to facilitate development
of an effective export assistance network and can assist in coordinating the activities of trade assistance partners
to leverage available resources. DECs also serve as a communications link between the business community and
the U.S. Commercial Service and support the export expansion activities of the U.S. Department of Commerce in
a variety of ways within their communities. While DECs are a creation of the U.S. Government and individual DEC
members receive governmental appointments, neither DECs nor DEC members represent the U.S. Government
in their capacity as DECs or as DEC members, respectively.

www.usaexporter.org
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2. HOW DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCILS (DECS) BEGAN
In 1960, President Eisenhower asked the U.S. Secretary of Commerce to enlist the efforts of the U.S. business
community in enlarging export opportunities for American firms. As a response to this challenge, the National
Export Expansion Council was formed. In 1973, at the recommendation of the National Export Expansion
Council and in order to stimulate greater business participation in the national export expansion effort, President
Nixon signed an Executive Order that directed the Secretary of Commerce to establish District Export Councils
(DEC) throughout the United States. In 1974, under the authority of the U.S. Department of Commerce, 41 DECs
were initially established by the Secretary of Commerce. Approximately 1,000 business and trade experts were
appointed to serve on the newly formed DECs. Since then, both the number of DECs and DEC membership have
been expanded to better meet the needs of the growing number of U.S. exporters.
Under the Secretary’s guidelines, the DECs were specifically created to promote exports in their local
communities. DECs are not advisory committees and are not subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA). As a volunteer group, DECs DO NOT receive government appropriations or compensation. They also do
not have access to classified information and, therefore, do not have security clearances.

3. WHAT ARE DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCIL (DEC)
QUALIFICATIONS?
Individuals appointed to a DEC are part of a select corps of working trade experts dedicated to providing
international trade leadership and guidance to the local business community and assistance to the U.S.
Department of Commerce on export development issues. DEC members are recognized for their experience in
exporting and as an appointee of the Secretary, DEC members are uniquely positioned to influence the global
competitiveness of U.S. businesses through their combined efforts in the national network of DECs.
Appointment is based on an individual’s international leadership in the local community, ability to influence the
local environment for exporting, knowledge of day-to-day international operations, interest in export development
and willingness and ability to devote time to council activities. Members must be employed as exporters or export
service providers or in a profession which supports U.S. export promotion efforts. DEC appointments are for an
individual, are non-transferrable and are not retained by the company should a DEC member leave the company
they were working for at the time of the appointment. Members volunteer at their own expense.
As an appointee of the U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary in a high-profile position, though volunteers,
DEC members are expected to actively participate in their DEC and support the work of the local U.S.
Commercial Service office.
DEC members are made up of manufacturer and service exporters, export service providers (bankers, lawyers,
accountants, freight forwarders, translation services, etc.), and other trade professions that support U.S. export
promotion efforts. DEC members must be U.S. citizens or permanent U.S. residents and reside in, or conduct the
majority of their work, in the territory that the DEC covers. Each DEC has approximately 20-35 members, and half
of the members must be manufacturing or service exporters.
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4. HOW ARE DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCIL (DEC)
MEMBERS APPOINTED?
Open appointment periods only happen every 2 years and members are appointed by the U.S. Department of
Commerce Secretary for a four-year term. The four-year term starts on January 1st and expires on December 31st.
The local Pittsburgh U.S. Commercial Service Director, in consultation with U.S. Commercial Service staff the,
Western PA DEC Executive Committee and other members, recommend individuals for membership. Additionally,
a notice requesting applications of interest for a nomination to a DEC are placed in the Federal Register as a
District Export Opportunity Announcement. Re-nomination of current appointments are reviewed however and,
for those that do not support the work of the U.S. Commercial Service or do not actively participate in DEC
activities, will not be considered for re-nomination. There are no term limits.
Even though DEC members are not U.S. government employees, since they are appointed to high visibility
positions, their activities reflect on the Secretary and the U.S. Department of Commerce. A candidate’s
background and character are pertinent to determine suitability and eligibility for DEC membership and the U.S.
Department of Commerce must make a suitability determination for all DEC nominees.
In addition to all potential nominees completing an online nomination form, the U.S. Department of Commerce
suitability determination includes an extensive internal vetting and approval process. This is a fair and transparent
review process that includes vetting through the U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary’s recusal list, Lexis
Nexus, and the Secretary makes the final decision on all membership and leadership appointments.
The DEC Executive Secretary, who is the local U.S. Commercial Service Director, in consultation with the DEC
Executive Committee evaluates all candidates to determine their interest, commitment, qualifications, and
potential contributions to the make-up of the DEC. It will be the DEC Executive Secretary/ local U.S. Commercial
Service Director, that determines which nominees to forward for an official review process.

5. U.S. DEPARTMENT COORDINATION WITH
DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCILS (DEC)
The U.S. Commercial Service, a U.S. Department of Commerce International Trade Administration agency,
serves as the primary point of contact within the U.S. Department of Commerce for DECs. DECs fulfil their
mission of supporting the U.S. Commercial Service through a close working relationship.
A DEC program manager in the U.S. Commercial Service Washington DC office facilitates communication and
activities between the U.S. Commercial Service and DECs. The current DEC program manager is Laura Barmby
(laura.barmby@trade.gov ). The DEC program manager:
•
•
•
•

Is a resource to DECs with operational and programmatic guidelines, ideas, and best practices
Aids in developing the DEC program through national initiatives and programs as appropriate
Manages the infrastructure of the DEC program
Response to external request or inquiries regarding DECs
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6. NATIONAL DEC ACTIVITY AND ROLE OF THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DISTRICT EXPORT
COUNCILS (NADEC).

usaexporter.org
The National Association of District Export Councils (NADEC) increases
awareness and understanding of the importance of exports to the U.S. economy
through education, legislative outreach and engagement with DECs and other
relevant stakeholders. NADEC is a non-profit corporation that maintains a 501(c)(6) federal income tax status.
The NADEC mission is to increase awareness and understanding of the importance of exports to the U.S.
economy through education, legislative outreach and engagement with DECs and other relevant
stakeholders.
The NADEC mission is supported through activities such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Counseling and mentoring of local businesses in exporting.
Identifying export financing sources for businesses.
Creating greater export awareness in the business community locally.
Identifying issues affecting export trade and implementation of suggestions for improvement.
Advocating trade policy and legislation supporting exporters and the U.S. export sector.
Supporting programs and services of the U.S. Export Assistance Centers.
Building local export assistance partnerships with other trade-related organizations.
Providing export training and education through Export University® programs

Lobbying Activities: DEC members may engage in lobbying activities in accordance with the IRS and state
guidance of a 501(c)(3) and may encourage others to lobby at the federal, state, or local level. U.S. Commercial
Service staff CANNOT be present at any meeting when a discussion of lobbying activities or strategies is taking
place, nor can they receive or be on copy for any message discussing DEC lobbying activities or strategies.
Funding: DECs support their mission using funds that are generated through DEC fundraising, events, and other
activities, without any governmental appropriations. While DECs may earn revenue and retain net earnings, they
may not distribute their retained earnings to any one person.
2021 NADEC Board of Directors:
• Chair: Shawn Levsen (Texas Camino Real DEC)
• Vice Chair: Jonathan Szucs (North Carolina DEC)
• Secretary: Chris Boyle (Utah DEC)
• Treasurer: Michael Salerno (Nebraska DEC)
• Communication Officer: Anne Burkett (Alabama DEC)
Western Pennsylvania District Export Council (DEC) Membership Overview
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ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCATION OF DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCILS
Annual Conference in Washington D.C.
The National Association of District Export Councils (NADEC) conference is designed to bring together DEC
members from across the country, U.S. government officials and other appropriate entities in order to share
information and reinforce the collaborative mission of the DEC organization and U.S. Commercial Service in
promoting international trade.
The NADEC Annual Export Conference brings together the distinguished speakers, business leaders, high
ranking U.S. and foreign government officers, exporters, service providers, and trade promotion agencies to
discuss the latest news and updates on the Trade Policy, Export Market Opportunities, and Challenges on
focused sectors and regions. The conference will provide you with an opportunity to:
•
•
•

Listen to the business leaders and exporters in break-out sessions and exciting panels on the Trade Policy,
Global Market Review, Export Opportunities and Challenges, and DEC Management Best practices
Experience networking with the other exporters
Discuss specific concerns and challenges with the experts in table topic discussions

Additional Ad Hoc events throughout the year by the NADEC can be found here

NADEC Board of Director Members
The National Association of DECs Board of Directors has implemented representation of regional DECs from
eight regions to assist with critical tasks and keep regional DECs informed and updated. Each term to the
NADEC Board of Directors is for a 2-year time period and has a 2-term limit with staggered reappointment times.

Current National Association DEC Steering Committee Representatives from 16 Different DECs
CS Region

NORTHEAST

MID-ATLANTIC

SOUTHERN

MIDWEST

States Covered
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
York, NJ (Northern), Rhode Island, Vermont

Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey (Southern), North
Carolina, PENNSYLVANIA, South Carolina, Virginia, West
Virginia
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
Oklahoma, San Juan (Puerto Rico)
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota

Member Name

DEC

Urszula
Wojciechowska

Connecticut

Karen Wyman

New Hampshire

Scott Blacklin

Virginia-DC

Jonathan Szucs

North Carolina

Sheriah Johnson

Georgia

Ozkan Erdem

NCW Florida

Michael Salerno

Nebraska

Tom Dustman

Missouri

Indianapolis, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee,
Wisconsin

Robert Brown

Kentucky

GREAT LAKES

Peter Jones

Tennessee

SOUTHWEST

Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana, New Mexico, Texas,
Wyoming

Brenda Stelly

Louisiana

Shawn Levsen

Texas Camino Real

Hawaii, Nevada, Southern California

David Day

Hawaii

Nick Grooters

California Island Empire

Chris Boyle

Utah

Susanne Stirling

Northern California

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST
PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Alaska, Montana, Idaho, Northern California, Oregon, Utah,
Washington
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NADEC Committees
The NADEC supports committees that address the DEC’s mission. Each committee is chaired by a Board of Director
Member and staffed by DEC volunteers interested in participating in one or more of these critical tasks.
ALL DEC members across the country are eligible and encouraged to participate in NADEC committees.

•

Trade Policy & Legislative Affairs Committee

The mission of the Trade Policy & Legislative Affairs Committee is to identify, support, and promote the trade
policies of the U.S. that will result in an increase in U.S. exports, enhancement of the competitive position of U.S.
exporters, and improvement in the U.S. balance of trade. In addition, this committee’s mission includes
identification, supports and advocacy of key trade legislative issues which impact American exporters (particularly
small to medium-sized exporters), the U.S. export competitive position, the Department of Commerce
International Trade Administration, the U.S. Commercial Service, and the legislative activities of the local DECs.
These trade legislatives include matters such as free trade agreements and federal government exporter
assistance programs, including, for example, US&FCS Gold Key programs and U.S. Export-Import Bank export
financing programs. Trade Policy & Legislative Affairs Committee also identifies foreign trade barriers that hinder
U.S. exporters and exports, as well as the U.S. legislative and regulatory policies that are disincentives to
exporting. While performing its tasks Trade Policy and Legislative Affairs committee works together with the
Regional Legislative Coordinators who are appointed to coordinate the legislative affairs at eight regional District
Export Council Networks in the U.S.
Trade Policy and Legislative Affairs committee includes the following sub-committees and working groups:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Domestic and Americas Sub-committee
Asia Sub-committee
Europe Sub-committee
Middle East and Africa Sub-committee
Global Investment in America Sub-committee

Outreach and Education Committee

The mission of the Outreach and Education Committee is to communicate with local DECs regarding activities engaged in by
the National DEC, to be a resource for sharing Best Practices among the DECs, to support the efforts of U.S. Commercial
Service, and to provide information to the public regarding trade and exporting. This mission is accomplished by regular
communication between the National DEC, local DECs and U.S. Commercial Service offices.

•

Communications Committee

The mission of the Communications Committee is still being formed and details will be coming soon.
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7. ABOUT THE WESTERN PA DISTRICT EXPORT
COUNCIL (WPADEC)?
The Western Pennsylvania DEC (WPADEC) is made up of regional business leaders actively exporting a product
or service or providing a service in the exporting process. They provide a regional network of trade expertise to
help grow export markets for the companies in their 36-county coverage in Western and Central PA. The
WPADEC is registered 501(c)(6) organization that is a tax-exempt, nonprofit organization that works to help
bolster business conditions in their region.
WPA DEC members involve themselves in activities that promote U.S. exporting and lend their support to the
export promotional efforts of the Pittsburgh U.S. Commercial Service office. The U.S. Commercial Service is a
federal agency with a global network of offices that is in place to help U.S. companies with their
international business development efforts in increasing exports, support and increase U.S. jobs
and level the global playing field for U.S. companies. See Section 10 for a fuller description of
the U.S. Commercial Service.
As the DEC works closely with the U.S. Commercial Service Pittsburgh office, regular communication and
interaction by DEC members with the U.S. Commercial Service office are necessary to be successful in meeting
DEC objectives. WPA DEC members are encouraged to be creative and responsive to the needs of their local
region in leading, promoting and educating on export topics.
WPA DEC members look to participate in export promotion by some of the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•

Supporting, promoting and attending the activities and events of the DEC and U.S. Commercial Service
Speaking at export focused events, seminars, and conferences in the region or nationally
Providing trade insight and advice to mentor regional firms
Engaging the U.S. Commercial Service to assist with their international business development needs
Identifying issues that impact U.S. trade & actively participate in a dialogue on national trade policy
issues, locally and through recommendations made at the National Association of DECs via outreach or
letters to the editor to raise awareness of the trade issue
Promoting export opportunities and service capabilities of the U.S. Commercial Service and providing
referrals
Supporting national and local U.S. Commercial Service issues by advocating to federal elected officials

•
•

Some past WPA DEC activities have included:
•
•

Counseling or mentoring Western PA companies on export issues
Supporting and speaking at export trade seminars with a market, industry, or trade topic focus and
conveying their own company experience in exporting
Engaging U.S. Congress House and Senate representatives on trade issues
Holding an annual Export Control Compliance Conference in additional to ad hoc trade topics throughout
the year
Advocating on behalf of the U.S. Commercial Service to federal elected officials

•
•
•

The Western PA DEC falls under the Mid-Atlantic DEC region and all members are encouraged to engage on a
regional level also. The Mid-Atlantic DEC Region includes seven DECs:
•

Maryland DC DEC

•

South Carolina DEC

•

Western PA DEC

•

Virginia DC DEC

•

North Carolina DEC

•

West Virginia DEC

•

Mid-Atlantic DEC (Eastern PA, Southern NJ & DE)
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8. WHO ARE WESTERN PA DISTRICT EXPORT
COUNCIL (WPADEC) MEMBERS?
Each DEC is led by an Executive Committee (Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer) that serve in those positions on a
structured 2 to 4-year term. Current Jan 2020 – Dec 2021 Western PA District Export Council Members are:
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Executive Secretary:

Gary Carver
Jack Adams
Les Dutka
Lyn Doverspike
Dan Adams
Donald Bonk
Jim Burd
Gregory Chambers
Greg Clarke
Damon Claus
Susanne Cook
Shawn Cupples
Patrick Findle
Vince Gasteb
John Hindman
David Huddleston
Lori Joint
Yenner Karto
Jim Matharu
Rachel Mauer
Rose Morris
Dr. Josephine Olson
Lisa Pitell
Jerry Pompa
Mary Richter
Eric Sauereisen
Edward Schick
Dr. Richard Somiari
Chas W. Watson
Nick Zosky

President
Executive Director of Government Affairs
CEO
Director
Managing Director of U.S. International Sales Operations
Carnegie Mellon University
President & CEO
Director of Corporate Compliance
VP of Business Development
CEO
Shareholder & Chair, Int’l Business Group
Vice President, International Business Development
Director Pittsburgh Office
Vice President & Corporate Affairs
Sr. Int’l & Public Affairs Advisor
International Business Dev. Manager
Vice President
Managing Director & Head of Int’l Banking/Fx
Senior VP Enterprise Services
President
Founder & President
Professor of Business Administration
Group Compliance Officer
Sr VP & Division Manager Communications Systems
Shareholder
President
Director of Business Development
President & Chief Scientific Officer
President
Sr Compliance Specialist

Carver International, Inc.
Calgon Carbon a Kurary Company
Dutka International
U.S. Commercial Service - Pittsburgh
UPS
Office of Government Relations
Preservation Technologies, L.P.
Oberg Industries Inc.
Integrated Dispense Systems
Castus
Dentons Cohen & Grigsby
GNC
Gas Technology Institute
Allegheny County Airport
Leidos
Forta Corporation
Manufacturer & Business Association
F.N.B. Corporation
Aquatech International
German American Chamber of Commerce- Pittsburgh
Abram’s Nation
University of Pittsburgh
Acutronic USA Inc.
Compunetix inc.
Schneider Downs & Company Inc.
Sauereisen, Inc.
American Trade Finance Co. (ATRAFIN)
ITSI BioSciences
R.L. Swearer Company, Inc.
Evoqua Water Technologies LLC.

9. GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE OF THE WESTERN PA
DISTRICT EXPORT COUNCIL (WPADEC)
Each District Export Council
(DEC) across the U.S.
covers the same territory as
their local U.S. Commercial
Service office. For the
Western PA DEC, the
Pittsburgh U.S. Commercial
Service (CS) office covers
these 36 counties of Western
and Central PA.

WESTERN PA COUNTY COVERAGE:
 Allegheny
 Crawford
 McKean
 Armstrong
 Elk
 Mercer
 Beaver
 Erie
 Mifflin
 Bedford
 Fayette
 Perry
 Blair
 Forest
 Potter
 Butler
 Fulton
 Snyder
 Cambria
 Greene
 Somerset
 Cameron
 Huntingdon  Union
 Clarion
 Indiana
 Venango
 Centre
 Jefferson
 Warren
 Clearfield
 Juniata
 Washington
 Clinton
 Lawrence
 Westmoreland
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10. EXPECTATIONS FOR WESTERN PA DISTRICT
EXPORT COUNCIL (WPA DEC) MEMBERS
The primary mission of each DEC is to, in conjunction with the local U.S. Commercial Service office, broaden and
deepen the U.S. exporter base in the local community. Specifically, the Western PA District Export Council
(WPADEC) encourages and supports exports that strengthen individual companies, stimulate U.S.
economic growth, and create jobs in the Western & Central Pennsylvania DEC coverage area.
Western PA DEC (WPADEC) Objective
The WPADEC seeks to increase both the number of exporters and the number of their export markets for
companies in the region that will spur economic growth through job creation. The WPADEC is a volunteer
organization, and all members are encouraged and expected to be active in some part of its mission. The
WPADEC provides regional business leadership and international expertise to support the U.S. Commercial
Service Pittsburgh office through:
1) Promoting export opportunities for Pennsylvania companies
2) Raising awareness of the U.S. Commercial Service International Business Development Services
3) Bringing attention to the public on timely export topics
4) Aiding in export education
5) Lending their expertise to help the U.S. Commercial Service counsel regional businesses
Western PA DEC (WPADEC) Member Commitment
In addition to carrying out the District Export Council’s national and local mission, members are
encouraged and expected to:
• Participate in WPADEC meetings – virtual or physical. These meetings will provide trade topic and
National Association of DEC updates, U.S. Commercial Service initiatives, and planning of trade events
and above activities.
• Attend, support, or promote all major WPADEC or U.S. Commercial Service programs or activities
• Make themselves available to assist modestly in the WPADEC mentoring or counseling with U.S.
Commercial Service clients in the region
• Participate in the annual National Association of DECs conference typically held in Washington DC
• Contribute and consider participating in WPADEC or NADEC Committees
Time Commitment: Approx. 1 hour per month
Members should understand that this is an activist volunteer group that may require an hour a month or more
dependent on specific activities and level of involvement.
Western PA DEC (WPADEC) Primary Activities
In order to fulfill this mission, DECs engage in a variety of activities designed to educate and assist their local
community regarding export opportunities and benefits. Certain activities are integral to a viable DEC export
development program, including educational programs and counseling and referral services. In addition to
participating in DEC meetings, the primary activities in which most DECs engage fall into four categories, as
follows, and we welcome your participation in any or all categories.
Western Pennsylvania District Export Council (DEC) Membership Overview
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Facilitating the
work of the U.S.
Commercial
Service Pittsburgh
Office
Be aware of the important issues
affecting exporters locally; as
such, their knowledge and
advice is important in facilitating
the activities of the U.S.
Commercial Service office.

Business
Assistance
Interact directly with their local
business community in order to
help small and medium sized
businesses sell their goods and
services abroad.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community
Outreach
Perform a vital role by reaching
out to the local community on
behalf of the U.S. Commercial
Service, raising export
awareness and benefits it brings
to a company.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Educational
Outreach
Provide an educational role in
their local communities on the
benefit of international trade and
commerce.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide joint counseling with the U.S. Commercial Service office companies that can
benefit from your expertise and experience, especially new to export companies
Raise awareness of the Commercial Service office in the local community and the
international business development services they offer
Engage the U.S. Commercial Service for your International Business Development
Needs
Make referrals to the U.S. Commercial Service
Inform the Commercial Service office of industry, geographic, or local business
developments
Providing feedback to the U.S. Commercial Service on Commercial Service programs
and/or services
Providing support to the U.S. Commercial Service office for programs & events that
further export opportunities growth
Promote and recruit for U.S. Commercial Service national and local programs, their
International Business Development services, and events
Mentor companies on joint visits with U.S. Commercial Service office staff.
Provide one-on-one counseling of new exporters
Support Commercial Service trade events
Speak at, sponsor, or otherwise participate in trade events such as seminars,
roundtables, discussion forums, briefings, videoconferences, World Trade Week
activities, reverse trade missions, matchmaking or one-on-one appointments.
Issue papers and publications on exporting issues
Create and conduct how-to-export presentations
Create and maintain local trade event calendars
Suggest companies for recognition, such as the Export Achievement Award, or state or
local exporter awards
Collect testimonials of exporter success for the U.S. Commercial Service Office
Sponsor or support programs for trade shows, missions, etc.
Provide hospitality receptions for special events & guests such as visiting dignitaries,
foreign buyers and Commercial Officers
Sponsor trade-show booths and/or exhibits for local businesses seeking to export
Create trade organization and export assistance directories
Sponsor business surveys and outreach meetings
Meet with local officials to provide information on trade
Co-sponsor events and/or awards with elected officials
Make presentations to business organizations
Write articles, op-eds, and letters to the editor
Reach out to underserved communities
Host briefings, breakfasts, etc. for or involving elected officials
Invite elected officials or their staff to DEC meetings
Monitor state and local trade policy/activity
Host town hall meetings, open house events, etc.
Engage in outreach to reporters, participate in interviews and serve as a contact for
export issues, submitting op-ed articles
Speak on local radio and television talk shows
Serve as a speaker at U.S. Commercial Service events
Creating international trade curriculum or certificate programs
Promoting international trade curriculum development
Educating new to export companies or students on issues regarding exporting and
trade
Guest speaking at classes on Trade topics or issues
Offering scholarships
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11. WHAT IS THE U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE?
U.S. Commercial Service
U.S. Department of Commerce│ International Trade Administration
William S. Moorhead Federal Building│ 1000 Liberty Avenue │ Suite 807 │ Pittsburgh, PA 15222
www.trade.gov/pennsylvania-pittsburgh www.trade.gov/cs www.trade.gov/export-solutions

The U.S. Commercial Service is the trade promotion arm of the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration
focused on meeting the international business development needs
of U.S. companies & works closely with DECs across the country.
The result of U.S. Commercial Service efforts helps to increase
U.S. exports, support and grow U.S. jobs, and level the
international playing field for U.S. companies. Export assistance is
provided to U.S. companies in many forms, but primary categories
of international business development services are:
Proven Trade Expertise
Whether you are looking to make your first export sale, deepen your current markets or
expand to additional international markets, we offer the experience and expertise you
need to connect with successful business opportunities.

Trade Counseling


Develop effective market entry strategies.



Understand export documentation requirements.



Navigate U.S. government export controls, compliance, & trade finance.

Our Unique Worldwide Network

Business Matchmaking


Connect with pre-screened potential partners.



Promote your product or service to prospective buyers at trade events.



Meet industry & government decision makers in your target markets.

Marketing Intelligence


Analyze market potential and foreign competitors.



Obtain useful information on best prospects, laws, & cultural issues.



Conduct background checks on potential buyers and distributors.

Commercial Diplomacy


Overcome trade obstacles to successfully enter international markets.



Benefit from coordinated U.S. government engagement with foreign
governments to protect U.S. businesses interests.



Access U.S. government trade advocacy for foreign government procurement
bids.

Trade Events


Expand your trade knowledge and get connected with opportunities through our
market & industry specific webinars, conferences, seminars, trade shows &
trade missions.

Our global network is made up of over 1,100 Trade
professionals located in 106 U.S. Cities and more
than 76 markets overseas.

Find the Right International Markets for
Your Company
Our trade professionals will work with you to
identify and tailor a formula to meet your objectives
and achieve your international business
development goals.
We will get you the information and tools you need
to make informed, strategic decisions.
Every year, the U.S. Commercial Service helps
thousands of companies export goods and
services worth billions of dollars. Let us help you
find the right partners to increase your export
sales.

To view a video profile of U.S. Commercial Service assistance, visit
Let Our Experts Help (trade.gov)
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